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Jan. 20
Jan. 21
Jan. 22
Feb. 5
Feb 17-21

Martin Luther King Day, no school
Professional Development Day, no school
PTO Meeting, 7:00
Early Release Day, 11:50 dismissal
Winter Break

Dear Families,
Happy New Year! It feels good to be back into our
school day routine. We know schedules and routines
are helpful for students. I think they are helpful for
adults as well.
This fall my family and I went through a traumatic
medical experience with my husband. This experience
caused me to reflect on my work as a building principal
and my commitment to my family. As a result of this
reflection, I have submitted my letter of resignation to
Superintendent Reen, effective June 30, 2020. It is my
hope that given the timing of this resignation MAUSD
will find an ideal candidate to follow in my footsteps.
I will begin to seek other educational opportunities for
next school year. This has not been an easy decision
for me, but I know in my heart that it is the right decision for me and my family. I am grateful for the
friendship and support I have received from our Monkton families and the community over the last six years.
Teachers shared this information with the students today.
This week, Ms. O’Sullivan’s class facilitated our All
School Meeting for the month of January. Students
presented about kids who have made a difference in the
world, complete with a slide show.

Our Farming in Monkton Writing Contest 2020
is underway! On Thursday we had several local
Monkton farmers visit MCS to talk about their
products, life as a farmer, and their work in the
community. Thank you to Jill Koppel (New Leaf
Organics), Jessika Yates (Yates Family Orchard),
Heather and Dylan Layn (Layn Farms), Eugenie
Doyle (Last Resort Farm), and Marc Beapre
(beekeeper). The writing contest is voluntarily and
we are hoping many of our students participate.
On Friday, January 17, we will have law enforcement, fire department, first responders, and
MCS staff working together on a practice exercise
to respond to “What to do if…”. If you drive by
MCS that morning and see several service vehicles,
please don’t be alarmed, as we are engaged only in
conversation…not in a drill.
Enjoy the weekend.
Sincerely,

Betsy
A belated thank you to Heidi Hotmer
for preparing fun MCS PAWS ornaments for every student. What a nice
memento of our school for the holiday.
Thank you Heidi for your hard work.

Recess Discussion

We are already starting to enter the
planning stages for our March Read-athon PTO Fundraiser and are looking
for any parents who might be interested in being part of the committee that
plans the dates, events, and activities. It would involve a committee
meeting in the next few weeks along
with group email discussions throughout the Read-a-thon as needed to coordinate details. We are also looking for
someone who might be willing to cocoordinate and learn about organizing
the Read-a-thon in hopes that they
might take on the role as lead organizer next year. If you are interested in either being on the committee or being a
co-coordinator, please contact Anna
Lester at alester@smcvt.edu We
would love to have help in the planning
all the wonderful activities for the Reada-thon!
Anna Lester

In the past couple of weeks MCS
staff initiated a conversation with
a group of students from grades
3-6 to discuss how to make recess time an even
better experience. The group met two separate times and a lot of ideas were generated. It
was great to see how these students were
thoughtful and respectful during these conversations. From this student conversation we are renewing our focus on the following practices:
including all students in games
encouraging equal competition—with an
adult choosing the teams
being consistent with our behavior expectations.
We know that by doing this we can keep improving recess experiences for our students. We anticipate that we will be meeting again in the future with interested students to get new ideas on
how to continue to make MCS a great place to
be.
Bill Huggett
(Social-Emotional Learning Coach @ MCS)
Ms. Roberta
(Grade 3-6 Recess Coordinator)
Mr. Irish
(Recess Support)

PTO Update:
K-2 Basketball
Anyone who has a kindergartner,
first grader, or second grader interested in playing basketball is
welcome to attend our seminars on Saturdays
from 9:30 to 10:30 AM in the Monkton Central School gym. Seminars are free and will
run every Saturday through February 8,
2020. If you have questions, contact John
Zaikowski at 802-249-7994
or jzaikowski@gmavt.net.

A special thank you to everyone who volunteered for the annual Holiday Bazaar. It was a
wonderful event and we saw many smiles that
day.
We hope you enjoyed a relaxing holiday break
with family and friends.
Our next PTO meeting will be on a different day
this month due to the MLK holiday. The January meeting will be scheduled for WEDNESDAY, January 22, at 7 pm at the school.
Katrina E. Roberts

